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Tunnel Works at Varkalai. Through communication by back-water between Trivandrum and Quilon was impossible on account of the high cliff at Varkalai. The Government, therefore, decided to remove this barrier by the construction of two tunnels. The first tunnel 924 feet long was opened for traffic on 15th January, 1877 and the second tunnel 2,364 feet long was opened to traffic in 1880. The two tunnels cost about Rs. 17 lakhs. The big tunnel is being lined with cement concrete year after year as per programme of work approved by Government annually. This re-lining \vork was started in 1110 M. E., and was being continued year after year according as funds permitted. In the year 1115 M. E. the programme of re-lining work was increased to about 330 Rft. with a view to complete the re-lining work within a 'period of 5 years beginning from 1115M. E. The work is being continued in the current year also,
Important Buildings. The construction of permanent buildings to hold the Ceramic factory at Kundara was completed during the year to the satisfaction of the Industries Department. A new approach road to the Ceramic Factory from Kundara Railway Station was also constructed during the year 1115 at an estimated cost of Rs. 21,000. This road has been named as Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar road.
An estimate amounting to Rs. 67,520 was sanctioned for the Tuberculosis Hospital at Nagercoil during the year 1115. The contract for the work was settled immediately and work was commenced towards the close of last year. The work is in a fair state of progress at present and is expected to be opened before end of 1941. This work is partly financed from State Funds and partly from the returnable portion of His Majesty's Silver Jubilee Funds.
One of the existing wards in the General Hospital, Trivandrum, was improved and made fit for commencing Radium Treatment in the above Hospital during 1115 M. E. The construction of a permanent Block has been completed.